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"I rcclvon I do remember it, as I sat in front of it for years when 
my mother kept school in that room." Stringfellow said, that 
when Clopton repeated the first word, he himself finished the 
quotation without any trouble. The motto was, "Hilaritas 
Sapientiae et bonae vitae proles;"' ["Jollity the ofEspring of 
wisdom and good life."] I have the motto now before me in 
Mr. Stringfellow's handwriting. 

When I saw Williamsburg again in 1861, it was full of sol- 
diers, the first year of the war. "Big Ben Hansford," kept the 
"City Hotel," on the left-handed side of the street going from 
the Coiirt-House Green towards the College. I have not been in 
Williamsburg since, and have only seen the back-fences from the 
railroad. 

Benjamin H. Green. 



THE PAWNEE. 



With the exception of the Moniior, probably no war vessel of 
the old Federal navy is better known to-day in Virginia than the 
Pawnee. She was innocently the occasion of a great commotion 
among the people along James Eiver in the early months of the 
war. At first the rivers wore almost witliout defence, and it 
would have been an easy matter for a warship to have gone all 
the way to Iiichmond. witliout encountering any serious diffi- 
culties. Xot long after the secession of Virginia, April 17, 
1S(U. a rumor started and gained great credence that the warship 
Pawnee was coming up James I>iver to take Iiichmond. In 
Williamsburg, the Home Guard was called out, and in Eichmond 
there was the greatest excitement and confusion. The bells 
tolled, the whistles blew, and the militia hurried under arms. 
Every moment the smoke of the dreaded Pawnee was expected 
to appear on the horizon. But it was all a scare without any 
foundation whatever. T]>e Pan-nee w-as resting in quiet security 
near Old Point witliout dreaming of creating any disturbance 
up the river. The incident is knov.m as the "Pawnee Scare," 
and old citizens of Eichmond go back in their memories and 
liken to it any very bad panic in business, or other matters. 
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The Pawnee was constructed at the United States Navy Yard 
at Portsmouth, Virginia, and launched in 1859. She was con- 
trived on a new pattern and was considered one of the most 
formidable ships of the old United States Navy. She was one 
of the ships which attempted to bring reinforcements to Fort 
Sumter in April, 1861, and was afterwards employed, under 
Commander S. C. Eowan, as a blockade vessel on the Atlantic 
Coast. The following letter from Captain James Jarvis, who 
came of a family in Mathews county, Virginia, interested for 
many years in nautical matters, to John W. Griffith, the United 
States naval architect, gives some details of her launching, and is 
interesting in other respects. 

JAMES JARVIS TO JOHN W. GRIFFITH. 

Ocean House, Portsmouth, Va., 
October 4th, 18,59. 
My Dear Sir: 

I rec'd yours of the 11th inst. yesterday. I had read in the papers 
of your beautiful launch. I congratulate you that all's well, there 
have been so many failures and accidents recently in launching our 
public armed ships that the people began to be afraid that there was 
great danger in launching ships of great lengths. Your ship went 
off with a Grace that will, I am sure, in some future day, adorn the 
best society with Grace, wisdom and beauty. I feel proud that Miss 
Tyler, the Grand Daughter of our own honest John, performed the 
pleasant part of pouring the wine on the brow of the "Pawnee." 
Perhaps she is as near akin to the Aborigines as any Lady you could 
have had the pleasure to have selected, for her ancestors on this side 
the Atlantic were all born near James Town, Va. I knew both her 
Grand Fathers. I am not acquainted with Robt. Tyler, Esq., but I 
am positively fond of the family — because I do think a great deal of 
Ex-President Tyler. I differ with him politically because I am yet 
a whig; but as a Gentleman, as an honest man, no man living in my 
mind excells him of whom I feel proud to speak. I was so fortunate 
as to dine at Williamsburg, Va. last Tuesday with the Grand Father 
of Grace Tyler, daughter of Robert, and was the first to inform him 
that his Grand Daughter, "Grace," christened the "Pawnee." May 
Miss Tyleri live to be a model Lady as the Pawnee will be, I am 



1 Miss Grace Tyler was then a little girl. She afterwards married 
John Scott, and is now a widow living in Alabama. 
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sure, a Model piece of Naval architecture. Success to the young 
Lady, to you, and your first born Ship of State. 

I will write you again In a day or two and tell you of Mr. P. what 
he said on reading of the successful launch of your ship. I was in 
company with the Ex-Presldent last Tuesday night and was delighted 
to hear him tell of other days, of other times, of by gone days of old 
William and Mary College. I was In Williamsburg to assist In put- 
ting on the Cape Stone of the new College.i The Ex-President pre- 
sided at the dinner table; no one living could have better filled the 
responsibility, for he is Great in speach & rich in virtue. He always 
acts towards me as a refined old Virginia Gentleman. God bless 
you. Respectfully, 

James Jarvis. 

John W. Griffith, Esq. 

N. B. — I have asked the Editor of the Transcript to publish the 
account of history of the Launch of the Pawnee. 



1 After the fire of February 19, 1859, the College was rebuilt on the 
same walls. The capstone was laid by the Grand Lodge of Masons 
with imposing ceremonies, after which there was a banquet 
at which President Tyler presided. In a private letter to his son, Mr. 
Tyler wrote October 19, 1859 : "I have just returned from Williams- 
burg to the Masonic consecration of the College and presided at their 
dinner. Never have I witnessed more enthusiasm than on my 
being toasted. The cheering was Immense. I never spoke better. 
Every sentence was followed by loud applause. I was twice after 
toasted with rapturous applause." Letters and Times of the Tylers, 
II., 547. 



